Leveraging Target Level Results and the Content Explorer to Improve Student Learning

Once the majority of preliminary results have populated the Smarter Reporting System Dashboard, it is
time to look at your target report. The target report shows collective student performance compared to
performance at level 3 and compared to performance on the test as a whole. The steps below
demonstrate a process for analyzing the target report and then using Content Explorer to better
understand the standards and how they are assessed on the Smarter Balanced Assessment. The
Content Explorer goes into detail about the parameters for questions. It also provides Task Models to
understand how the standard is manifested on the assessment. By comparing your assignments and
tests to the parameters, evidence requirements, Depth of Knowledge levels, stimuli characteristics, and
task models, you can adjust your instruction, assignments, and assessments to help students reach
mastery of the standards.

The steps below will guide you through that process. If you would like an individualized or group
tutorial, please contact Catherine Matthews.

Index of Steps

Steps 1-8 describe how to run the target report. If you already know how to do this, skip to step 9.
Steps 10 — 15 describe how to find your target in Content Explorer.

Steps 16 describes the resources in Content Explorer that you can apply to your instruction and
assessments.

Step 17 Content Explorer Resources help educators to understand the standards and the parameters
of the standards. In turn, this leads to a better understanding of how the standard is manifested on an
assessment. For example, in the English Language Arts, Claim 1, Target 3 Word Meanings, the
Clarifications section explains: “Targeted vocabulary words and phrases should be important to the
text and worth assessing. The targeted vocabulary words and phrases should be one to two grade
levels above testing grade. If the targeted word/phrase is used in a context that is different from
what a student would normally encounter, it may be on grade level (e.g., state, factor). Answer
choices need to be on or below grade level.” Evaluating lessons, assignments, and assessments for
this target against this clarification is critical. Students need experience determining the meaning of
words above their grade level or at grade level in unfamiliar context to meet this standard.

Clarifications of the target is only one resource in the content explorer. Below are links to all that are
available. These outline the required DOK, stimuli characteristics, evidence, and more.

Target and Claim

Standard
Clarifications

Range Achievement Level Descriptors

Evidence Required

Depth of Knowledge

Allowable ltem Types
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Allowable Stimulus Materials

Key/Construct Relevant Vocabulary

Allowable Tools

Target-Specific Attributes

Accessibility
Task Models (There will be multiple for each target.)

Item Guidelines

Depth of Knowledge

Standards

Target Evidence Statement

Task Description

Stimulus



Process

Step 1: Select WCAP under Managed bookmarks in a Chrome browser.
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Canvas

Docushare

Employee Online

EPS District Home Page
EPS Password Tool
eSchoolPlus 4.0
Focused Fitness
Frontline for Employees
Frontline for Substitutes
GoGuardian Teacher
Google Apps - EPS
Gradeboo

HelpDesk Web

Imagine Learning
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Ruler Online

Savvas (Pearson)

SchoolDude

Second Step - SEL

Special Programs

Teacher Access Center 40

Vector Training (SafeSchools)

Versatrans Trip Tracker (Field Trip Requests)
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Step 2:Select Summative Smarter Balanced ELA and Math Assessments:

ASSESSMENT

Summative Smarter Balanced ELA and Math Assessments

Smartel' A Summative tests are given at the end of the school year
BALANCED AVA




Step 3:Select SRS which is at the bottom of the page:

After Testing

SYSTEM

Smarter
REPORTING

Smarter Reporting System
(SRS)

View results for the ELA, math,
and WCAS tests

Step 4:Log in with your TIDE login:

Login

Eorgot Your Password?

First Time Login This School
Year?

The password you used during the previous
school year has expired.

Request a new one for this school year.




Step 5:Select Custom Aggregate Reports:

Smarter
REPORTING

Administrator Tools

BB Custom Aggregate Report & District / £

Washington

Smarter Reporting System

Step 6:Select Target Reports:

Create a customized report of student Export data for anal
performance. application.
Report Type
Yearly Report Longitudinal Report

View performance by selected school vears.

Claim/Reporting Area Report

View Claim- or Reporting Area-level performance on
available assessments.

Target Report

View Target-level performance on summative assessments.

Track performance on summative assessments over time.

Alternate Score Report

View alternate score-level performance on available
assessments.

Step 7: Select your school, grade, and content area:

Schools and Districts

Select schools and districts to view.

Search a School or District

Everett School District

Assessment Attributes

Assessment Type

Subject

Assessment Grade @

# Required (select one)

Academic Year

* Required (select one)

Summative

3|4 6 7 8 9 10 M
2020-21 2021-22 WPlrrE]




Step 8: Click Create report:

Step 9: Analyze your results. In this example, 5" grade students performed above level 3 in all but two
target areas. One was near (+/- 1.5 SEM) and one was below. Targets which are below mastery should
be a focus. In this case, it is “Target G: Convert like measurement units within a given measurement system.
This is where Content Explorer comes in.”

= 2537 B3

and ErrorBand @

Number of Test Results 1537 Results

Column Order @ o empty rows
ClsimResoring Ares | Target | Group Show | Hie
= = 4 Students? - -
claim @ Target @ Group T“ = Performance Relative to Entire Test @ Performance Relative to Level 3 (Level 3) @
Concepts and Procedures Target A Write and inferpret numerical Overall 1537 = Similar Near
expressions,
Target B Analyze patterns and relationships,  Overall 1537 A Better -
Target C Understand the placs value system. Overall 1537 /M Better -
Target D Perform operations with multi-digit  Overall 1537 A Better -
whole numbers and with decimals to
bundredths.
Target E Use equivalent fractions as a strategy  Overall 1537 P Better -
to add and subtract fractions.
Target F Apply and extend previous Overall 1537 A Better | mbove
nnderstandings of multiplication and divizion
to multiply and divide fractions.,
Target G Convert liks measurament units Overall 13537 b Worse | Below
within a given measurement system.
Target H Raprasent and interprat data, Cwerall 1537 P Better -
Target I Geometric measnrement: understand  Cverall 1537 AP Better | Above
concapt = 2nd relate volums to
mnlini T

For mathematics, targst reports are only available for the Concepts and Procedures claim, The mathematics

luster headings of the Standards for Mathematical Content. See the Interpretive Guide for additional information about target reports.

Step 10: Finding your target in Content Explorer at https://contentexplorer.smarterbalanced.org/ .

Step 11: Select your grade and subject:

Grade Subject Claim/Test

Select a Grade

CHOOSE AS MANY AS YOU WANT

Select a Subject >



https://contentexplorer.smarterbalanced.org/

Step 12: Select Claim:

Grade Subject Claim/Test

Select a Subject

CHOOSE ONE

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

MATHEMATICS

Selecta Claim = ora Test >

Step 13: Select the claim area related to the target you are exploring. We selected Target G Convert
like measurement units within a given measurement system.

Grade Subject Claim/Test
5 Math

Select a Claim

Or select a Test instead =

41 CONCEPTS AND 2 PROBLEM
PROCEDURES SOLVING

COMMUNICATING 4 MODELING AND
REASONING DATA ANALYSIS

@ What is a Claim?

Step 14: Select Target:

Grade Subject Claim/Test
5 Math

Select a Claim

r select a Test instead

4 CONCEPTSAND
PROCEDURES

3 COMMUNICATING MODELING AND
REASONING DATA ANALYSIS

PROBLEM
SOLVING

~

-

@ Whatis a Claim?

Selecta Target - ora Standard >




Step 15: Find the target you are focusing on:

£ GRADE

Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5
Grade 6
Grade 7
Grade 8
Grade 9
Grade 10

Grade 11

[0 suB3ecT

Explore Content

SELECT A CLAIM OR TEST

Choose a Claim... (D

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

1 CONCEPTS AND
PROCEDURES

2 PROBLEM SOLVING

COMMUNICATING
REASONING

MODELING AND
DATA ANALYSIS

..or find out what's on & Test (i)

SELECT TEST

©) RESET FILTERS X CLOSE FILTERS
i SELECTA @O OR | sSTANDARD (@
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Step 16: Scroll down to the target and click MORE:

You may get an error message. If this happens, click your refresh arrow:

MATHEMATICS

3
Claim 1

Concepts and
Procedures

fluency.

Students can explain and
apply mathematical concepts system.
and carry out mathematical

procedures with precision and

Target G

Convert like
measurement units
within a given
measurement

Grade
Grade 5

Standards
MD-1

Grade 5

MORE




Step 17: Content explorer the resources

TARGET AND CLAIM

ot
MATHEMATICS c\,
ol Claim 1 Grade
Target G ConceptS and Grade 5
Procedures

Convert like measurement units within A heik DoRAR

a given measurement system. Students can explainand  pjeasyrement and Data
apply mathematical
concepts and carry out Standards

mathematical procedures MD-1
with precision and fluency.

DOWNLOAD PDF &, () | supPORTING

Sample ltem

GRADE5

Test

GRADE 5

erview Standards Clarifications Range ALDs Evidence ltern Guidelines Task Models

STANDARDS
Standards refer to the Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts or Mathematics. They
describe the skills and knowledge that students should demonstrate at the end of each grade to ensure
students progress through each grade on track and prepared academically for life, college, and a
career after high school.

® standards

MD-1

Convert among different-sized standard measurement units within a given measurement system
(e.g., convert 5 cm to 0.05 m), and use these conversions in solving multi-step, real world
problems.




CLARIFICATIONS
A section of the Item Specifications that gives details about the skills being measured by each of the
targets, sometimes providing additional notes to distinguish one target from others.

® Clarifications

Tasks for this target ask students to convert measurements and should be used to provide context for the
assessment of 5.NBT Target D. Some tasks will involve contextual problems and will contribute evidence
for Claim 2 or Claim 4. (DOK 2)

RANGE ACHIEVEMENT LEVEL DESCRIPTORS
Grade and content-specific explanations of the knowledge, skills, and processes that students display
at predetermined levels of achievement.

® Range Achievement Level Descriptors

+ Level1 @
+ Level2

- Level3 @

Students should be able to convert like measurements within a system using whaole
numbers, fractions (standard system), and decimals (metric system).

+ Leveld @
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EVIDENCE

Evidence refers to statements within the content specifications about what the student should be able
to do for a given content area. In response to an assessment item, the student should demonstrate
evidence of skill or knowledge in that content area.

® Evidence Required

1 2

The student converts units of linear measure within a The student converts units of weight/mass measure
single measurement system. within a single measurement system.

3 4

The student converts units of liquid volume measure The student converts units of time measure within a
within a single measurement system. single measurement system.

DEPTH OF KNOWLEDGE

Depth of knowledge (DOK) is the degree of understanding required of students to answer or explain an
assessment-related item. In other words, it is the cognitive processing required to complete a task.
DOK is described on a scale of 1 through 4:

Level 1 includes recalling or reciting facts or using simple skills or abilities.

Level 2 includes the engagement of some mental processing beyond recalling or reproducing a
response.

Level 3 includes strategic thinking and reasoning.

Level 4 includes higher order thinking and deep knowledge. The standard or assessment item at
this level will probably be an extended activity.

Item Guidelines

>

® Depth of Knowledge

M-DOK1

Recall includes the recall of information such as fact, definition, term, or a simple procedure, as
well as performing a simple algorithm or applying a formula. That is, in mathematics a one-step,
well-defined, and straight algorithmic procedure should be included at this lowest level. Other
key words that signify a Level 1 include "identify," "recall,” "recognize," "use," and "measure."

Verbs such as "describe” and "explain” could be classified at different levels depending on what is

to be described and explained.
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ALLOWABLE ITEM TYPES
The item response types that are used to measure the target. Examples include multiple choice (MC),
matching tables (MI), short answer (SA), etc.

® Allowable Item Types

Equation/Numeric

ALLOWABLE STIMULUS MATERIALS
A description of the types of materials that may be used for reading passages, listening stimuli, and
performance task sources. For example, informational reading passages may come from magazine and
newspaper articles, speeches, historical documents, or informational websites.

® Allowable Stimulus Materials

None

KEY/CONSTRUCT RELEVANT VOCABULARY
Construct Relevant Vocabulary are words or terms used in assessments that students should be
familiar with at particular grade levels because they are called out in the standards for that grade level.
A list of these terms has been compiled to clarify at what grade level they should first be introduced to

students.

® Key/Construct Relevant Vocabulary

mass, weight, length, time, kilometer, meter, centimeter, kilogram, gram, liter, milliliter, inch, foot, yard,
mile, ounce, pound, cup, pint, quart, gallon, hour, minute, second

12



ALLOWABLE TOOLS

A list of tools or resources that are available to all students to solve a particular problem or respond to a
particular item type. For example, students may use spellcheck when completing the essay portion of a

performance task, but not for other types of items.

® Allowable Tools

None

TARGET-SPECIFIC ATTRIBUTES
Specific attributes which could include limitations on the content or other considerations.

® Target-Specific Attributes

Metric or customary units (length, mass, liquid, time)

Measurement conversions are within a single system including kilometer (km), meter (m), centimeter (cm),
kilogram (kg), gram (g), liter (L), milliliter (mL), inch (in), foot (ft), yard (yd), mile (mi), ounce (oz), pound (lb),
cup, pint (pt), quart (qt), gallon (gal), hour (hr), minute (min), second (s).

Decimal numbers can be to the thousandths place.
Division of whole numbers is limited to four-digit dividends and two-digit divisors.

Division of fractions is limited to whole number by unit fraction or unit fraction by whole number.

- Less
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ACCESSIBILITY
A multi-tiered system of resources and strategies that ensure equitable and valid access for students to
instructional and assessment content.

®© Accessibility
Item writers should consider the following Language and Visual Element/Design guidelines [1] when
developing items.
Language Key Considerations:

» Use simple, clear, and easy-to-understand language needed to assess the construct or aid in the
understanding of the context

« Avoid sentences with multiple clauses
« Use vocabulary that s at or below grade level
« Avoid ambiguous or obscure words, idioms, jargon, unusual names and references

Visual Elements/Design Key Considerations:

Include visual elements only if the graphic is needed to assess the construct or it aids in the
understanding of the context

« Use the simplest graphic possible with the greatest degree of contrast, and include clear, concise labels
where necessary

Avoid crowding of details and graphics

Items are selected for a student's test according to the blueprint, which selects items based on Claims and
targets, not task models.

As such, careful consideration is given to making sure fully accessible items are available to cover the
content of every Claim and target, even if some item formats are not fully accessible using current
technelogy.[2]

[1]1 For more information, refer to the General Accessibility Guidelines at
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/general-accessibility-guidelines.pdf

[2] For more information about student accessibility resources and policies, refer to
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/usability-accessibility-and-accommeodations-guidelines.pdf

TASK MODELS
Task models provide a template of how a test item should be written so that a student can show
mastery of skills and understanding. Task models can be considered exemplar items for the specific
aspect of the content being assessed. Task models consists of response type, DOK level, Content
Standard, Evidence Required, and Tools Allowed. Task models show what a student will do, including
information about how many options or correct answers there should be, as well as guidance for writing
distractors.

® Task Models

Cmlememt = T=ye hA
Select a Task M

odel below

1B 2A 2B 3A 3B 2
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Task Model 1a
¢

Item Types Depth of Knowledge Standards

Equation/Numeric M-DOK1 MD-1

® Target Evidence Statement

The student converts units of linear measure within a single measurement system.

Allowable Tools

None

Indicates the evidence that could be observed in order to know the student met the target.

TARGET EVIDENCE STATEMENT

Task Description

Prompt Features: The student is prompted to convert a unit of linear measure to a larger or smaller unit
within the same system.

Stimulus Guidelines:

* Measurement conversions are within a single system including kilometer (km), meter (m), centimeter
{cm), inch (in), foot (ft), yard (yd), mile (mi).

» Decimal numbers can be to the thousandths place.

» Conversions involving division of fractions are limited to a whole number by a unit fraction or unit
fraction by a whole number.

» [tern difficulty can be adjusted via these example methods:

Single-unit conversions using adjacent common units of measure (e.g., 1 foot = 12 inches)
Whole number conversion problems which use one step of separation between units

Single-step conversion problems containing fractions or decimals or multi-step conversion problems
using whole numbers

Multi-step conversion problems containing fractions or decimals

- Less
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Task Model 1A

Stimulus

The stem presents a length measurement in customary units.

Example 1

Example Stem: Enter the number of inches equal to 7 yards.

Rubric: (1 point) The student correctly converts from one measurement to ancther
measurement (e.g., 252).

16



ADDITIONAL TASK MODELS
Task Model 1B

Example 1

Example Stem: Enter the number of millimeters equal to 7 centimeters.

Rubric: (1 point) The student correctly converts from one measurement to another
measurement (e.g., 70).

Task Model 2A

Stimulus

The stem presents a weight measurement in customary units.

Example 1

Example Stem: Enter the number of ounces equal to 71} pounds.

Rubric: (1 point) The student correctly converts from one measurement to another
measurement (e.g., 120).

17




Task Model 2B

Stimulus

The stem presents a mass measurement in metric units.

Example 1

Example Stem: Enter the number of grams equal to 24.7 kilograms.

Rubric: (1 point) The student correctly converts from one measurement to another
measurement (e.g., 24,700).

Task Model 3A

Stimulus

The stem presents a liquid volume measurement in customary units.

Example 1

Example Stem: Enter the number of cups equal to 2% gallons.

Rubric: (1 point) The student correctly converts from one measurement to another
measurement (e.g., 34).
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Task Model 3B

Stimulus

The stem presents a liquid volume measurement in metric units.

Example 1

Example Stem: Enter the number of milliliters equal to 4.6 liters.

Rubric: (1 point) The student correctly converts from one measurement to another
measurement (e.g., 4600).

Task Model 4

Stimulus

The stem presents a measurement of time.

Example 1

Example Stem: Enter the number of minutes equal to _?i hour.

Rubric: (1 point) The student correctly converts from one measurement to another
measurement (e.g., 45).
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